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IN THE CLAIMS 

Kindly cancel claims 1-15. 

Kindly add the following newly presented claims 16-30: 

16. (New) A virtual private network comprising: 

a first private network including a first firewall interposed between the first 
private network and a public network; 

a second private network including a second firewall interposed between 
the second private network and the public network; 

the first and second firewalls being configured to provide an encrypted path 
for traffic flowing between the first and second firewalls; and 

wherein a dedicated domain name server is associated with each of the first 
and second firewalls for establishing DNS mappings for the virtual private network. 

17. (New) The virtual private network of claim 16, where the dedicated domain 
name server comprises a virtual host on the same physical machine as either of the first or 
second firewalls. 

18. (New) The virtual private network of claim 17, wherein either of said first 
or second firewalls further comprises a plurality of virtual hosts, each of said virtual hosts 
corresponding to a home through which a connection may be made through either of said 
first or second firewalls. 
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19. (New) The virtual private network of claim 18, wherein said domain name 

server responds with address information to the virtual host responding to a connection 
request. 

20. (New) The virtual private network of claim 16, wherein either of said first 
or second firewalls further comprise a configurator for providing a web-based front-end 
for configuring either of said first or second firewalls through a point-and-click interface 
using a web browser. 

21 . (New) A virtual private network comprising: 

a first firewall means interposed between first private network and a public 
network means; 

a second firewall means interposed between a second private network and 
the public network; 

means for providing an encrypted path for traffic flowing between the first 
and second firewall means; and 

means for establishing DNS mappings for the virtual private network 
associated with each of the first and second firewalls means. 

22. (New) The virtual private network of claim 21, where the means for 
establishing DNS mappings comprises a virtual host means on the same physical machine 
as either of the first or second firewall means. 
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23. (New) The virtual private network of claim 22, wherein either of said first 

or second firewall means further comprises a plurality of virtual hosts means for allowing 
a connection may be made through either of said first or second firewall means. 

24. (New) The virtual private network of claim 23, wherein said means for 
establishing DNS mappings responds with address information to the virtual host 
responding to a connection request. 

25. (New) The virtual private network of claim 21, wherein either of said first 
or second firewall means further comprise a configurator means for providing a web- 
based front-end for configuring either of said first or second firewall means through a 
point-and-click interface using a web browser. 

26. (New) A virtual private network comprising: 

a first firewall interposed between a first private network and a public 

network; 

a second firewall interposed between a second private network and the 
public network; 

an encrypted path for traffic flowing between the first and second firewalls; 

and 

a dedicated domain name server associated with each of the first and 
second firewalls for establishing DNS mappings for the virtual private network. 
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27. (New) The virtual private network of claim 26, where the dedicated domain 

name server comprises a virtual host on the same physical machine as either of the first or 
second firewalls. 

28. (New) The virtual private network of claim 27, wherein either of said first 
or second firewalls further comprises a plurality of virtual hosts, each of said virtual hosts 
corresponding to a home through which a connection may be made through either of said 
first or second firewalls. 

29. (New) The virtual private network of claim 28, wherein said domain name 
server responds with address information to the virtual host responding to a connection 
request. 

30. (New) The virtual private network of claim 26, wherein either of said first 
or second firewalls further comprise a configurator for providing a web-based front-end 
for configuring either of said first or second firewalls through a point-and-click interface 
using a web browser. 
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